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THE LONG-TERM EFFECTS OF AFRICA’'S SLAVE TRADES*

NATHAN NUNN

Can part of Africa’s current underdevelopment be explained by its slave
trades? To explore this question, I use data from shipping records and histori-
cal documents reporting slave ethnicities to construct estimates of the number
of slaves exported from each country during Africa’s slave trades. I find a robust
negative relationship between the number of slaves exported from a country and
current economic performance. To better understand if the relationship is causal,
I examine the historical evidence on selection into the slave trades and use in-
strumental variables. Together the evidence suggests that the slave trades had an
adverse effect on economic development.
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Log real per capita GDP in 2000, In y
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FiGcure III
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THE ORIGINS OF
POWER, PROSPERITY, AND POVERTY

WHY
NATIONS

10



e i M RO i B

~ —

Beyerville
N W
/TE A | A
TEp G 7| AmGA
ME‘?/CZA TES (82) Kino Springs
©
=
Nogales
Pirtia Il
Mor*umento ala
Sy Razon* ll\/‘ono BIC“I
Los Adobes 2 N Ay Buenavista
{ 3
1S et Palace Bmgo & Sport
: Bets Casino® Nogales
g 23 '--~-" Francisco
: @ pazsest Miguel
Cardenas
e La Calera Valdez
NEvoll e
NL"'*.‘-ES"-.%: Licenciado
" k Adolfo Lépez
La Destiladera NLcM‘A'&'dG'ALEs Mateos
Ranrhn¢

1853'd v|=ro] WAl FH-Z FH =gy s d5FE v
11



d] 73 A A =7t

T
T

5t

%

o) T T RO
O

12






— ™
o WA F= v H G 7S

o A %= (Institution)
= 71947F 7h%], A Q1 Bl Al JIAE B &
A8t BA], A A Q] A =7} vl E o
7] -
o Al=e] A&
w e U= WA 57} 2po] & Kol A
A WA AF3) o) 223 71 AL 7 E ) A=A
ZEA 7} EA TN A Arobdgk7] wZo T

14



A %= (Institution)

=0 A7t WA ZE H| £ g g E
| 2] 7 =5 7R T A A A el 24 Y
o gl= o]+ F 3 21712 (p.30)

=]

« deshp(sl)e] AuA Az

s FEA(IA) ANA A



e ——
A A v, TEA A%

o 23 & 7 A A & (extractive economic institutions)
o 2T ORRRE RS 'L:q
o AHFALAS B 2
o AT 3 AMELE AFAA B

L
IIIIH:l

16



X o

X of ™ o0 X
ojo T AT Njo

M s m
O

o1z
i

I AbA b o] =S )
e E A

yaKe)
-1
AAE

QA
7@}

N o) <

17



Central Question

0O why are extractive institutions so prevalent
throughout history and even today?
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Economic Institutions
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- The Virtuous Circle in Britain (A <3}
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0 Inclusive economic and political institutions create powerful
forces towards economic growth by:

O

encouraging investment (because of well-enforced property
rights)

O harnessing the power of markets (better allocation of

resources, entry of more efficient firms, ability to finance for

starting businesses etc.)

O generating broad-based participation (education, again
free entry, and broad-based property rights).
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